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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 August 2006 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1.2A and 7-11 is/are pending in the application! 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Kl Claim(s) 1.2AJ-11 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1, 2, 4, and 7 have been amended. Claims 10-11 have been added. 
Currently, claims 1, 2, 4 and 7-11 are pending in the application. Acknowledgment has 
been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

In claim 1 , the recited term "each of subscribers" lacks antecedent basis. No 
subscribers have been previously recited. The term is also vague and indefinite as the 
Examiner can not precisely ascertain it's meaning. The Examiner will understand the 
term to mean "each of a group of subscribers". 

In claim 2, the recited term "the scribers" (final line) lacks antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1, 2,4 and 7-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Bunney etal. (6,446,112). 

Referring to claim 1 , Bunney et al. teaches a method for searching a participant 
or participants in an online game or online chatting, comprising: providing to each of a 
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plurality of subscribers an ID retaining section for retaining an ID to be assigned from a 
network server (Fig. 3), an IP recording section for temporally recording an address 
assigned, when connected to a network, from a provider in which each participant 
subscribes until connection to the network is disconnected, a transmission section to the 
server, and a control section connected to the ID retaining section, the IP recording 
section and the transmission section (9:21-34); receiving participant search information 
from one of subscribers in starting the online game or online chatting on a network to 
which a plurality of subscribers is connected with a network server as a core, said 
network server having a log-in monitoring section (abstract; 1:48-2:36; Fig. I); managing 
a channel and a relation between an ID and an IP address of all of the subscribers 
currently logging-in by the server; collating attribute information concerning the 
subscribers stored in the server to the participant search information by the server(5:3- 
46); selecting another of the subscribers other than the one of the subscribers 
corresponding to the participant search information and also currently connected to the 
network by the server; distributing participant recruiting information to the another of the 
subscribers by the server (4:37-5:8); transferring the IP address from the IP recording 
section and the ID from the ID retainingsection from the subscribers to the server upon 
acceptance to the participant recruiting information, through the transmission section; 
returning, participant acceptance information of the another of the subscribers to the 
one of the subscribers by the server. 

Note that, the limitations of a network terminal comprising an ID retaining section 
for retaining an ID assigned to the terminal from the network server, and an IP 
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recording section for temporally recording therein an IP address assigned by a 
provider to which each of the plurality of network subscribers subscribes during 
the online mode until an operation for switching to the offline mode 
(disconnecting internet browser) is performed, are inherent from internet browser 
interface which temporarily stores browsing data and address in the terminal 
(1:4-39; 9:21-10:59). 

With respect to claim 2, Bunney et al. teaches a participant search device used 
for an online game or online chatting performed on a network to which a network server 
and a plurality of network terminals are connected (abstract; 1:48-2:36; Fig. 1), wherein 
each of the network terminals comprises an ID retaining section for retaining an ID to be 
assigned from the network server, an IP recording section for temporally recording an IP 
address assigned, when connected to the network, from a provider in which each 
subscriber subscribes until connection to the network is disconnected, a transmission 
section to the server, and a control section connected to the ID retaining section, the IP 
recording section and the transmission section, the IP address from the IP recording 
section and the ID from the ID retaining section in at least one of the subscribers being 
transferred to the server, upon acceptance to participant recruiting information, through 
the transmission section (1:4-39; 9:21-10:59), and wherein said network .server 
comprises: a subscriber attribute information storage section for storing attribute 
information for network subscribers (4:31-5:46); an ID storage section for storing therein 
IDs of the subscribers (3:66-4:22); a participant selection section for selecting at least 
one of the subscribers satisfying conditions specified in a request from another of the 
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subscribers with the attribute information stored in the subscriber attribute information 
storage section; a transmission section for transmitting the participant recruiting 
information to the at least one of the subscribers, a control section for receiving a start 
signal from the another of the subscribers after the another of the subscribers receives 
the acceptance of the participant recruiting information from the at least one of the 
subscribers, and starting an operation, and a log-in monitoring section for receiving the 
start signal through the transmission section of the Server and for managing a relation 
between the ID and the IP address of all of the subscribers currently logging-in and a 
channel (1:4-39; 7:27-9:56). 

Referring to claim 4, Bunney et al. teaches a network server having a 
communication server section for searching a participant or participants in an online 
game or online chatting, wherein the communication server section comprises: a - 
subscriber attribute information storage section for storing therein attribute information 
for network subscribers (abstract; 1:48-2:36; Figs.l, 4); an ID storage section for storing 
therein the subscribers' IDs; a participant selection section for selecting at least one of 
the subscribers with the attribute information having been stored in the subscriber 
attribute information storage section in response to a demand from another of the 
subscribers; a transmission section for transmitting the participant recruiting information 
to the at least one of the subscribers; a control section for receiving a start signal from 
the another of the subscribers after the another of the subscribers receives the 
acceptance of the participant recruiting information from the at least one of the 
subscribers, and starting an operation, and a log-in monitoring section for receiving the 
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start signal through the transmission section of the server and for managing a relation 
between the ID and the IP address of all of the subscribers currently logging-in and a 
channel (1 :4-39; 7:27-9:56); and a log-in monitoring section for managing a relation 
between an ID and an IP address of all of the subscribers currently logging-in and a 
channel (1:4-39; 7:27-9:56). 

Referring to claim 7, Bunney et al. teaches a computer program for a network 
server embedded in a computer readable medium for searching a participant or 
participants in an online game or online chatting comprising the steps of: retaining an ID 
to be assigned from a network server in each of subscribers, temporally recording an IP 
address in each of the subscribers, said IP address being assigned, when connected to 
a network, from a provider in which each subscriber subscribes until connection to the 
network is disconnected; managing a channel and a relation between an ID and an IP 
address of all of subscribers currently logging-in, receiving participant search 
information from one of the subscribers connected to a network (1:4-39; 7:27-9:56); 
collating the participant search information to attribute information for the network 
subscribers stored in the server and selecting another of the subscribers currently 
connected to the network; distributing participant recruiting information to the another of 
the subscribers (4:37-5:8); and returning participation acceptance information for the 
another of the subscribers having accepted the recruiting information to the one of the 
subscribers (4:31-5:46). 

Referring to claims 8 and 9, Bunney et al. teaches said managing the channel 
and the relation includes managing a channel and a relation between servers (5:3-32). 
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With respect to claims 10 and 11, Bunney et al. teaches automatically searching 
for participants in the IRC online chat when the players log in (4:37-44) 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/24/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant has argued that in the applicant's invention the IP address, ID and 
the channel are controlled by servers. The applicant contends that Bunney et al. does 
not teach server control of the IP address, ID and the channel. Figure 3 and the related 
description in column 10 specifically lines 35-38 show that IP addresses and the ID of 
the individual are specifically under the server's control. Lines 50-59 in column 10 teach 
that the channel is controlled by the server. The rejection is respectfully maintained. 

The Applicant has argued that the claims of the instant invention possesses 
features not disclosed in Bunney et al. Specifically the applicant alleges selecting 
subscribers, distributing participant information to the subscribers currently connected, 
receiving the participation acceptance information and so on are unique to the instant 
invention. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Column 10 lines 50-59 teach selecting 
subscribers to participate in a given chat. This also can be a user performed function. 
Column 4 lines 37-49 teach distributing participant information to the subscribers 
currently connected to the network. This can also be accomplished with a "Do Not 
Disturb sign referenced in lines 43-44. A "Do Not Disturb" sign is distributing participant 
information to users and provides acceptance information as to whether the individual is 
willing to chat or not. The rejection is respectfully maintained. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Travis R. Banta whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1615. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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